
Intro to Photography
Artwork by wifflegif.com





Week Overview
● Period 1-2: WA1 Exhibition
● Period 2: How to Compose a Photo
● Period 3: Post-Processing
● Period 4-5: Practice Time!
● HW: Complete Bingo Project



How to Compose a Photo
A Study of “Nightcrawler” and other film stills

Source: 
https://www.studiobinder.com/blog/rules-of-shot-composition-in-film/#:~:text=Composition%

20refers%20to%20the%20way,to%20convey%20an%20intended%20message. 

https://www.studiobinder.com/blog/rules-of-shot-composition-in-film/#:~:text=Composition%20refers%20to%20the%20way,to%20convey%20an%20intended%20message
https://www.studiobinder.com/blog/rules-of-shot-composition-in-film/#:~:text=Composition%20refers%20to%20the%20way,to%20convey%20an%20intended%20message


Composition Composition refers to the 
way parts of a scene are 
arranged in a camera frame 
to convey an intended 
message.

FOCAL POINT: the most 
important part of the photo



(1) Rule of Thirds
● Places the focal point at the intersection of a “tic-tac-toe” 

grid
● Shows:

○ the character of the story
○ her/his background/world



(2) Balance & symmetry
● Places character in the center of attention
● Gives the character power
● Causes tension



(3) Leading Lines
● Leading lines are actual lines (or sometimes imaginary ones) 

in a shot, that lead the eye to the focal point.
● Connect the character to other important characters or 

objects
Source: Eric Kim & Street Bounty



(4) Depth of Field - blurred background
● Refers to how much of the photo is in sharp focus (vs. a 

blurred background)
● Creates distance between the character and her/his world
● Can be achieved on DSLR or in post-processing



(5) Depth of Field - deep focus
● Shows foreground, middleground, background sharply
● Tells a story between different characters/objects
● Various focal points

E.g. Citizen Kane



More inspiration from movies

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CvLQJReDhic


Post-Processing in Snapseed



Snapseed - Important Features

Tune Image

Details

White 
Balance

Brush

Lens Blur



Demo

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2xhiQ7ZcBwg


Practice Time!



Photo Bingo 
● Remember to turn 

on the grid on 
your phone 
camera

● Form groups of 3

● Make use of the 
lamps & props

● Create & upload 
all 15 photos 
required on the 
bingo sheet by 
next week

Ensure your photo meets these standards

● Focal point: ensure the focal point(s) of your 

photo are obvious

● Lighting: ensure your photo is well-lit, not 

too dark or too bright

● Clarity: ensure your photo is sharp & 

straight, not blurred/tilted

● Story: tell a story with your photo!



RULE OF THIRDS - 
person

BALANCE & 
SYMMETRY - 

person

LEADING LINES - 
person

BLURRED 
BACKGROUND - 

person

DEEP FOCUS - 
person

DEEP FOCUS - 
object

RULE OF THIRDS - 
object

BALANCE & 
SYMMETRY - object

LEADING LINES - 
object

BLURRED 
BACKGROUND - 

object

BLURRED 
BACKGROUND - 

freestyle

DEEP FOCUS - 
freestyle

RULE OF THIRDS - 
freestyle

BALANCE & 
SYMMETRY - 

freestyle

LEADING LINES - 
freestyle


